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Hello and welcome to the forty fifth edition of your newsletter.  Despite the lockdown, there’s been a lot 
of activity on Hob Moor during the last couple of months.  Many more people, especially families are taking exer-
cise particularly during the late afternoon and evening. Perimeter fences were repaired during April and the cattle 
arrived a week or two later.  
There’s also been the odd incident;  in April a plastic bench between Hob Moor Drive and Green Lane was set 
alight, prompting a visit from the fire service at two in the morning. One day in early May at least eight police offi-
cers turned up in search of an absconder.  However, despite searching the moor and adjacent gardens, they left 
empty handed.  
As you might expect at this time of year, everywhere is very green, birds and animals abound. The May blossom 
has been fantastic and buttercups are out in force. Hob Moor continues to offer all-comers a place to escape, if only 
for a while,  from the anxieties of Covid 19. 

Victory for Askham Bog 
A message from Yorkshire Wildlife 
Trust: 
We learnt in early May that the Sec-
retary of State for Housing, Commu-
nities and Local Government followed 
the planning inspector’s recommen-
dation to refuse the appeal submitted 
by the developers, Barwood Land. 
The appeal was against the City of 
York Council’s unanimous decision to 
turn down the planning application, 
which was made in July last year. 
We’d like to thank City of York Coun-
cil for all of their time and effort repre-
senting Askham Bog at the public in-
quiry in November. And we can’t 
thank our members and supporters 
enough for their continued and un-
wavering support of Askham Bog. 
Our fundraiser raised an incredible 
£39,000, allowing us to make the 
strongest possible case at the public 
inquiry. And last January, over 7,000 
people stood with us in objecting to 
the proposals because of irreversible 
damage to the wonderful Askham 
Bog Site of Special Scientific Interest 
– a truly exceptional place for wildlife. 
We are thrilled that Askham Bog can 
now continue to thrive as a special 
place for wildlife and the people of 
York for years to come. Our vision is 
to protect and restore our natural 
world, help wildlife to thrive and en-
sure a greener future for us all.  In the 
midst of the current climate emer-
gency, and recognising the joy that 
nature is providing at the current 
time, the decision to protect Askham 
Bog is a welcome step in the right 
direction. 

A Walk During “Lockdown” By Barry Bishop 
I am guilty of taking things for granted; and 
Hob Moor falls into that category. 
I live about a two-minute walk from the 
moor. Over the years, when sitting in my 
garden I have heard skylarks and seen and 
heard a greater spotted woodpecker. During 
one walk on the moor I saw a kingfisher fly 
across and, on another occasion, I heard 
and saw oystercatchers. 
I had one of my usual walks on the moor in 
mid-April. I entered from the Hollybank en-
trance and tried to keep as close to the 
edge of the moor as possible, as this al-
lowed me to see the wildlife along the side 
of the beck and in the hedgerows. 
It was a sunny day and lots of people were 
out and about enjoying the fresh air. 
Along the boundary with the R.I. sports field, I stopped for a few min-
utes to watch a female blackcap feeding. This small bird is about 5 
inches long and is greyish brown with a reddish brown cap, the male 
has a blackcap, hence its name. She was eating insects that were 
emerging from the new leaves on the bushes, and also berries. Black-
birds and house sparrows were in the same length of hedge. 
Long tailed tits flew into one of the mature trees near the edge of the 
beck, and a speckled wood butterfly was on the wing. On the left hand 
side of the moor about a dozen carrion crows were gathering. Some 
were looking for worms etc in the grass, whilst a few wary magpies 
watched from a distance. 
Celandines and self heal were in flower, attracting a small tortoiseshell 
butterfly and a male orange tip. Wood pigeons were constantly flying 
over and I heard one or two jackdaws.  
As I approached the triangle on my way home I heard a chiffchaff sing-
ing; one of the many birds that have made the long journey from Africa 
to share our summer here. They try to arrive just as the first leaves are 
starting to open, and the caterpillars emerge. A male brimstone butterfly 
was also on the wing. 
A very pleasant walk and an opportunity to be grateful to have such a 
gem on my doorstep. 



The Carcass Experiment 
By Harry Evans 

Being summoned back from University was initially a disappointment, but the 
restful days of lockdown life has certainly made our family appreciate and 
take more time to observe the simpler things in life such as our local wildlife 
on Hob Moor  Seeing the swifts and swallows arrive back, hearing the first 
skylarks and welcoming the cows are some of our highlights so far. Whilst 
lockdown has altered much of human life as we know it, our UK wildlife 
seems to be thriving. Take the example of  the goose laying in York station, a 
place so busy and normally void of life! 
For my recent lockdown birthday I was given a hunting trail cam, just like the 
ones you see on nature documentaries. It is a marvellous bit of kit and 
through lockdown we have been putting it through its paces. My brother 
works for the local Butchers, Ged Bell, and they provided a hunk of pork 
shoulder, which we fashioned onto a sturdy metal wire. Over the course of 
lockdown we have been laying out the meat to see what creatures decided to 
have a look! We have had hedgehogs, crows, magpies, cows, many resident 
cats and the notorious foxes of Hob Moor!  
We posted the footage on Youtube to share with people and we have had 
many comments from other residents, some as far as Windmill Rise, 
informing us they regularly see one of the foxes “ stumpy” in their garden! 
Isn’t it great to see our local wildlife thriving despite the situation us humans 
are in? 
Watch on Youtube: https://youtu.be/1YKcWXLPMkw 

Butterflies of Hob Moor 
By Tony Fairburn 

Across Hob Moor Nature Reserve, there are a variety of habitats that support 
different species of butterflies. I have been leading a butterfly walk at Hob Moor 
during the Big Butterfly Count week for many years, and I always head towards 
Little Hob Moor to spot the most. Among common meadow butterflies, this little 
gem of a wildflower meadow supports Brown Argus, Common Blue and Small 
Copper. These butterflies enjoy the nectar of Knapweed, while the caterpillars 
will feast on Crane’s-bill Geranium, Birds-foot trefoil and Sorrell respectively. 
Another good area for butterflies is The Triangle, which contains a variety of 
habitats including grassland, hedgerow and scrub woodland, where in 
summer Gatekeeper butterflies protect their own little patches of bramble and 
groups of Speckled Woods are seen wheeling up into beams of sunlight. 
Gardens on the edge of Hob Moor also play 
their part – Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and 
Comma as well as migrant species Red 
Admiral and Painted Lady butterflies often 
congregate in large numbers on Buddleia and 
other nectar-rich garden plants, whereas their 
larvae live and grow on patches of nettles and 
spear thistle on the Moor. I would encourage 
everyone to grow a patch of butterfly and 
insect friendly plants in their gardens. Since 
garden area in the UK is larger than all the 
nature reserves combined, they provide an 
important green corridor between habitats. 
More information about butterfly gardening and 
the current distribution of species can be found 
on the Butterfly Conservation web site. A great 
project while isolated due to Covid-19 would 
be to record the butterflies in your garden and 
submit your findings to Butterfly Conservation:  
https://butterfly-conservation.org

The Cattle are Here 
Cattle are once more a welcome site on 
the moor. The following breeds arrived 
during May: 

Aberdeen Angus - Limousin  
Belgian Blue - Blond d’Aquitaine 

Simon, the farmer, tells us that in 2018 
one of the bullocks (a castrated male) 
turned back into a bull and covered 51 
heifers, with the result that all the funny 
coloured ones are its progeny. So 
approximately 20 of the cattle grazing on 
Hob Moor this year were conceived there 
back in 2018. 

…………………………………….. 
Unfortunately, cattle are at risk from 
people. A recent post on our facebook 
page from Lizzie Hasnip reported the 
following: 
“Just had to rescue one of these from the 
mouth of a cow on the Moor. 

I know, not a great idea, especially under 
the current circumstances but didn't feel I 
could leave it chewing it. I've no idea 
how much damage it would do and 
whether she'd just spit it out eventually, 
but the can was pretty mangled and 
sharp. I felt I couldn't leave it there and 
she (I checked it wasn't one of the 
Bullocks who might be a bit more feisty) 
seemed like she might reclaim it when I 
went, so took it with me and picked up 
several cans in a similar chewed state on 
my way.” 

…………………………………….. 

Our litter picking gear is 
inaccessible at the moment, so if 
you have any equipment to lend, 
please let us know by emailing 
friendsofhobmoor@gmail.com 
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And finally… The next AGM is in mid October, at which point there will be a number of vacancies on your 
committee, including Chair, Secretary and Treasurer. If you or someone you know would be interested in joining the 
committee, then please get in touch by emailing friendsofhobmoor@gmail.com.  Of course, we are always on the lookout for 
new members, so please encourage your friends and neighbours to join up. There’s an application form on our website at: 

https://hobmoorfriends.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/membership-form-2018.pdf


