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    NEWSLETTER 
    Issue 37 September 2016 

 

News 
Spring bird walk 
On a fine Saturday morning in April, 17 of us gathered on Little Hob Moor at 6am for a 
dawn chorus bird walk. The walk was led by Barry Bishop from the RSPB. There was plenty 
of bird song to be heard and Barry's knowledge and keen ear were able to identify the 
different species of bird singing. He gave us plenty of information about migration and 
behaviour of the birds. We walked around Hob Moor, Little Hob Moor and onto the 
meadow at Mayfield. We finished just before 8am and it was a lovely start to the day. 
 
Midsummer's evening 
It was a beautiful early evening on Hob Moor; the sun was shining and there was an 
expanse of blue sky to be viewed. Five of us enjoyed sharing pasta, garlic bread, coffee and 
sparkling water while talking about our fondness for Hob Moor and its beauty. The cattle 
slowly moved towards their drinking trough while passersby walked and cycled home. 
There were also dog walkers and people out for evening strolls enjoying the Moor.   
 
West Bank Park Summer Fair 
In June we had a stall at the West Bank Park Summer Fair. It was a lovely day but it got a bit 
windy as the afternoon progressed! We had many conversations with people and our 
display boards with the history and old photos received lots of interest. We gained five new 
members and sold our postcards. Local councillors and Rachael Maskell MP visited us and 
offered their support. Thank you to our dedicated committee for setting up the stand, 
manning it all day, and clearing it away. This is a main event for us once a year and we 
would encourage members to look out for this event in 2017 and support where possible. 
We would like to hold our own event on Little Hob Moor next summer but would 
appreciate your support in helping with these events as the committee members 
unfortunately cannot do everything alone. 
 
Butterfly walk 
The butterfly walk on Sunday 7 August was attended by 16 people, including 4 children, and 
it was a very windy afternoon yet many different species of butterfly were observed. 
Tony Fairburn, Chairperson of Clifton Backies, lead the walk and gave us a very interesting 
chat along the way about the life of the butterfly. He had brought along butterfly nets and 
little pots with a magnifying lid and we were able to see them in great detail before letting 
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them go as quickly as possible. We were given illustrated sheets listing all the possible 
butterflies for us to look out for and we were able to tick off 10, which was quite exciting. 
These are the butterflies that we identified along the walk: 
Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Gatekeeper, Speckled Wood, Large White, Small White, Comma, 
Green-Veined White, Small Copper, Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock. 
 
Bat walk 
One night in August 10 of us met at 8.30pm and more or less straight away there were bats 
about. Clair Merrifield told us lots of interesting information about the most common bat 
that we would be seeing and hearing; the Pipistrelle. We were provided with special hand 
held devices for picking up the frequency of the noise the bats made and it was amazing to 
hear them, and indeed see them swooping about feeding. We were out on Little Hob Moor 
and Hob Moor for an hour and it was a really interesting experience. 
 
Hobstone Residents 
We as Friends of Hob Moor welcome you to your new home. You will see that at the 
entrance to your estate to the left are white gates that give you direct access to Hob Moor. 
We do encourage you to go exploring and continue along to see The Triangle and under the 
railway to see Little Hob Moor. With this newsletter for you is our new leaflet which has a 
map and a little about the area. We have also enclosed a membership form if you wish to 
join us to receive our newsletter and events information.  
We hope you enjoy living near such a beautiful nature reserve and make use of the Moor. 
We thank you for respecting the nature reserve and its wildlife, meadows and peacefulness.  
 
Higher Level Natural England Stewardship Scheme  
This ten-year stewardship scheme runs until 2020. As Friends of Hob Moor we continue to 
monitor the management of the area by City of York Council (CYC). We are seeking to have 
more gorse planted. Skylarks and Meadow Pipits need to be observed and recorded and if 
there are any sightings please do tell us via social media, our website or phone. The 
buttercups were controlled this year as there were so many that it made it difficult for the 
grazing cattle. We do continually question CYC when we observe any changes.  
The Triangle is a piece of land on the north side of Hob Moor accessed by a wooden 
footbridge or near the railway tunnel. It is part of an Environmental Stewardship Scheme 
for grassland management options, which includes shrub control, and for this purpose all of 
the open areas are meadow.  CYC have a legally binding agreement with Natural England to 
manage the land in a certain way. CYC have contracted the Trust for Conservation 
Volunteers (TCV) to carry out the bramble control to conserve the grassland.  
 
Newsletter distribution 
To those of you around Hob Moor and the Triangle who are not members we enclose a 
membership form. It would be good if you wish to continue to receive the newsletter that 
you consider joining us. Due to the cost we cannot sustain delivering the newsletter to all 
the homes that surround the area. Thank you for considering this.  
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Ward grants 
We have been extremely privileged to receive two grants from Dringhouses and 
Woodthorpe ward. There is a new bench on Hob Moor across from the North Lane pasture 
entrance. We have 2000 new leaflets updated and printed. There is work to do to install a 
new noticeboard and bench at the Windsor Garth entrance. 
We are sure you will join us in thanking the ward for their acceptance of our application. 
We hope that the residents of Dringhouses and Woodthorpe continue to enjoy the nature 
reserve and encourage you to watch out for our events advertised on the noticeboards. 
 
Lidl noticeboard 
When Lidl was built their contractors damaged the Hob Moor noticeboard and it had to 
come down. The committee decided to approach them for this to be re-installed. Our 
secretary, Michael, has successfully worked with Lidl to get this new board put up at that 
entrance to Hob Moor. Thank you to Lidl; we are very pleased with it. 
 
Litter 
Recently we had five sessions of litter picking within a fortnight. We were greatly 
encouraged that members of Friends of Hob Moor turned out to help as well as the usual 
committee members. Thank you to them. Also thank you to our very dedicated committee 
members who go over and above their commitment and visit the Moor each day.  
If you are walking across the Moor and spot any litter, if you could please take it and put it 
in your bin it makes a big difference to people and wildlife, including birds, dogs and cows. 
 
Appeal for storage 
We have some banners and displays that we use for events that are currently stored in a 
committee member's shed. If you think you have any spare storage space that could be 
potentially used to help out with this, please contact Stephanie (details at the back). 
  
Ash tree 
At the north end of the Moor a mature ash tree had split in half down the trunk.  The half 
that had split away fell against other trees and damaged the canopies . The fallen half was 
made safe by CYC but they left a great deal of wood scattered about on the ground.  This 
was made into a wood-pile by 5 members of the group thus tidying up the area and making 
a “ hotel “ for the wildlife on the Moor.  Other damaged trees will be made good later in the 
year when the leaves have fallen and the problems can be seen. 
If any members would like to help with any practical work on the Moor please contact 
Stephanie.  
 
Art work for the Moor boards 
There are five information boards around Hob Moor that we would like to invite people to 
display an A4 piece of art on. It can be a poem, painting, drawing, photo or embroidery of 
Hob Moor or nature in general. Work can be dropped off at 11 Holgate Bridge Gardens and 
will be displayed between events over winter and spring. 
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Events  

AGM Wednesday 12 October 7pm at the Methodist Church Hall, West Thorpe, 
Dringhouses. Join us for our Guest Speaker Tony Fairburn; chairman at Clifton Backies 
Nature Reserve. 
 
Litter pick  Saturday 12 November 10.00am for an hour.   
Meet on the tarmac path at the Hob Moor Drive entrance. Equipment provided. 
 
Members get together Sunday 13 November from 6pm at the Cross Keys, Tadcaster Road. 
 
Dog walkers get together (without the dogs!) Sunday 4 December from 6pm at the Cross 
Keys, Tadcaster Road. 
 
Photo session on the Moor Saturday 4 February 3.30pm. 
Meet at the Hob stone monument on Little Hob Moor. Bring a camera to take photos on 
Hob Moor and Little Hob Moor, hopefully to include sunset. 
 
Attendance on the Moor A presence on the Moor on Saturday 25 March 10am to 12noon. 
 
We always welcome new members. To join please visit our website www.fohm.org.uk.  
 

Contact Friends of Hob Moor 
Follow us on Twitter www.twitter.com/HobMoorFriends 
Find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/FriendsOfHobMoor/?fref=ts 
Visit our website www.fohm.org.uk/contacts 
Stephanie Luxton, Chair of Friends of Hob Moor 07761 085091 or 01904 593788 
 

Useful contacts 
To report damage etc. urgently on Hob Moor (24 hrs) contact CYC: 01904 625751 
To report motor cyclists on Hob Moor contact North Yorkshire Police: 101 
To report dog problems: 
 If a dog bites a person, call the police and report the incident (101 for a non-emergency, 

999 for an emergency) 
 If a dog bites another dog, or any issues with people being harassed or intimidated by 

dogs, contact CYC: 01904 551551 
For removal of fly-tipped debris, litter, graffiti etc. contact CYC: 01904 551551  
 
Members updates: If you would like to be kept informed of news and events around Hob 
Moor we do have an email list. If you haven't been receiving these and would prefer a PDF 
copy of this newsletter as well as regular reminders of events then send your email address 
to the Friends of Hob Moor Membership Secretary at candic13@yahoo.co.uk 
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