
  1/4 

FRIENDS OF HOB MOOR 

Registered Charity No.1084566 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2016 

 

 

The Friends of Hob Moor Committee met five times during the course of the year.   

We worked for the members by concentrating on the following topics, with 

individual members contributing in their areas of expertise and interest.   The 

membership in September 2016 consisted of 154 members of which only 38 are dealt 

with via the post.   For speed the email option is preferable but understand in some 

cases the only means of communication through the year is via the post or a 

telephone call.   Candi Colbourn, our new Membership Secretary this year, has 

worked ceaselessly to maintain our membership list which enables her to keep in 

touch with you all. 

 

 
 

 

1 Web Site and Social Media 

 

Peter Monether our committee member who oversees the website 

www.fohm.org.uk  continues to monitor the site and keep it up to date.   Leaflets, 

Membership Application forms and our Newsletter can be downloaded from the 

site.  The contacts page and events information are very important.  Please do use 

the site and tell others in conversation regarding the usefulness of Friends of Hob 

Moor website.   We have interest around the world from America to Australia. 

Facebook also is monitored by Peter https://www.facebook.com/Friendsofhobmoor 

where events are promoted and the general public can alert us to any concerns 

they have especially regarding the cattle.   We currently have 252 “likes”.  Twitter 

which is monitored by Candi Colbourn our Membership Secretary currently has 188 

“followers” which is a brilliant increase on last year.  This site is linked to our website.  

Twitter can be found at @hobmoorfriends where our events and feedback can be 
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seen.  Reports and photos of our events are also loaded onto our Facebook and 

website by Peter.   For those of you who are receivers of emails please do familiarize 

yourselves with these two social media sites and we hope you find them useful and 

enjoyable. 

 

 

 

 

2 Stewardship and the Management of the Moor  

 

The Higher Level Natural England Stewardship Scheme started on 1st November 2010 

for 10 years.  Please note that this comes to an end in just over 4 years.  We as a 

committee will be working with the council to make sure that the stewardship 

scheme is implemented in the best interests of the Moor.   We would greatly value 

any member who is particularly interested and understands meadow management 

to come forward to support us in approaching the City of York Council (CYC) and 

their responsibility to this scheme.  We do possess very large documents detailing 

procedures that continually need studying.  DEFRA financially supports the 

management and as a committee we have pursued the accounts on this matter.  

 

3 Walks & Talks & other events 

 

We have arranged more events so far this year on the Moor open to both members 

and the general public.   With the use of the notice boards, website, Facebook, 

Twitter and all booking arrangements made by Elizabeth Tomlinson we have 

emailed all members available to add to the advertising of these events.   We hope 

you have experienced our extra communication with you through the year.  A 

Dawn Chorus, Butterfly Walk and Bat Walk as well as a Midsummer picnic and 

combined walk.  We also have begun an event which is simply called “A Presence 

on the Moor” where some committee members set up a table with information and 

leaflets to speak to passers by on the Moor.  Please see the Newsletter as it is 

delivered to you for up and coming events.  Our notice boards are regularly 

changed now by Ian Tomlinson who has quite a walk to visit 5 notice boards.  We 

have been encouraged that a number of local Councillors have attended our 

events.  

 

5 Practical Work 

 

Members continue to be involved with litter clearing and tree monitoring.  Recently 

within the Hob Moor Drive entrance to the left an Ash tree split and a large section 

fell to the ground.  A number of members met to build a large Wildlife Hotel with the 

fallen branches.  We are looking into the purchase of metal leaflet dispensers for 

outside the Moor at entrances away from the cattle.  We were happy to receive a 

Ward Grant 2014/15 from the Dringhouses and Woodthorpe Ward for a new bench 

and the printing of an updated leaflet. With Jenny Cairns’ (Smarter York Officer) help 

we have a new bench in situ near the entrance to the North Lane Pasture.  A broken 

bench that was there has been removed.  We have also been successful in being 

awarded another Ward Grant 2015/16 from Dringhouses and Woodthorpe Ward for 

a new notice board at the entrance at Windsor Garth and a bench in that area plus 

the repair of 2 vandalised notice fronts.  Alongside all of this we are watchful of any 

adverse activity on the Moor and report to either the farmer or CYC.  Fortunately this 
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is rare.  Litter picking continues quite regularly on Hob Moor by dedicated members 

and through some organised Litter Picks over a period of 2 weeks collecting litter on 

5 consecutive nights we felt we had actually got to the stage where the Moor was 

clear of litter but it is always the case that a day later a piece of litter can be picked 

up.  

 

6 Liaison  

 

We continue to work with various officers of CYC.  Jenny Cairns continues to respond 

quickly to any concerns and questions we have despite extra pressures on her.  We 

continue to liaise with local Community Police Support Officers.  We have a good 

relationship with the building supervisor at the Hob Stone Estate where we are 

closely monitoring the Hob Moor boundary, fencing, hedges and trees.   The 

Environment Agency were on the Moor on Fri 12th Aug checking the surrounding 

becks. It was good to be on the Moor building the Wildlife Hotel and see the 

Environmental Agency representative and approach and talk to them.  Also during 

August the meadow areas have been cut.  Unfortunately the re-instatement to date 

of the damage done by the cable laying has not been done yet nature by its own 

forces has seen to regenerate itself in that area although thistle growth needs 

watching and controlling.  We do understand that CYC officers are restricted in their 

activities by cutbacks which is why we need to be monitoring the Higher Level of 

Stewardship and the financial side from DEFRA.  Extremely time consuming.  After 

communicating with Lidl management we have been successful in getting the 

damaged notice board (from a number of years ago) replaced by a new one. This 

is thanks to the efforts made by our Secretary Michael Thornton.   

 

7 The Newsletter  

 

The Newsletter has been produced twice this year by Emma Keef our new 

Newsletter Editor. In addition we have delivered it to all the surrounding properties of 

Hob Moor to encourage interest and possible membership and practical help.  This 

cannot be sustained further so the next delivery to all homes will include our new 

leaflet and subscription form and a notice saying we cannot deliver again. All 

residents at Hob Stone development housing estate will receive Septembers 

Newsletter, leaflet and Membership form by way of a welcome to the area. 

 

 8 Stall at Local Events 

 

We had a display stand at the West Bank Park Summer Fair in June which was 

another great success.  New members were enlisted and we sold photo cards.  Lots 

of interest shown by people coming into the stand area to study the display boards 

and conversations about all the work of the Friends group.  Our local Councillors and 

Rachael Maskell our MP visited our stand and offered their support.  

 

9 Topical Issues 

 

Residents are starting to move into Hob Stone Estate and we will make them 

welcome and a new notice board at the Windsor Garth entrance will be an 

important position for information and advertisements for our events.  We have been 

in communication regarding the threat to the palisade fencing on the North side 

coming down.  This fencing was never to come down but Yorkshire Housing have 
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submitted an amendment to their planning application to remove this fence.  We 

do not agree and it is hard work establishing details as to “Why”.  A letter has gone 

to our local MP about this.  The cattle have as usual come onto the Moor this year. 

No major incidents have been reported. However we are in touch with the 

stockman so if any Friends have any concerns please contact the numbers on our 

website. The Triangle has had the overgrowth of bramble cut and the three Gorse 

bushes are totally safe. Meadow area there has also been cut.  We have a strong 

committed Committee and a good number of Friends Members. 

 

We do however have a vacancy for one other Committee member.  Please come 

forward and request a nomination form in readiness for our AGM on Oct 12th 7pm 

Talk by Tony Fairburn from Clifton Ings, business commences 730pm venue-West 

Thorpe Methodist church Hall. 

 

 

The Management Committee - October 2016 


